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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 15936 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, RP 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE KIDNAPPING IN MINDANAO 
REF: A) MANILA 15884 B) MANILA A-80 

1. ACCORDING MANILA PRESS, "TOP MNLF COMMANDER IN SULU" 

AND 1,000 FOLLOWERS SURRENDERED TO ADMIN AL ESPALDON ON 
NOV. 10. "TOP COMMANDER" IDENTIFIED AS HAJI ABUBAKAR MU ALL AM 
SAHIB AL OF LUUK, JOLO. AS PER USUAL SCENARIO, REBELS 
PROMISED TO AID GOP IN PEACE AND ORDER DRIVE. WE ASSUME 
THAT LIKE SEEMINGLY INNUMBERABLE PREDECESSORS, LATEST 
SURRENDEREES WILL BE FLOWN TO MANILA TO BE POSED WITH 
PRESIDENT. 

2. INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY INDICATES THAT 

"TOP COMMANDER" SAHIBAL WAS COOPERATING WITH GOVERNMENT 
AS EARLY AS 1973 AND WAS NEVER MORE THAN A LOCAL LEADER. 
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GOP CLAIMS HAVE CUT ALLEGED REBEL ARMED STRENGTH OF 16,000 
ALMOST IN HALF) ARE MOSTLY OF SAME DUBIOUS CHARACTER. TODAY S 
PRESS LET SLIP THAT ONE OF MUSLIM KIDNAPPERS WHO ARE CURRENTLY 
HOLDING JAPANESE TUNA FISHERMEN (REF A) WAS AT ONE TIME A 
"REBEL RETURNEE." WE SUSPECT THAT SUCH "RECYCLING" IS 
COMMON. 

3. WITHOUT VENTURING INTO STATISTICS GAME IN FIELD WHERE 
FIRM INFORMATION LACKING, OOP’S CURRENT ESTIMATE OF REBEL 
STRENGTH MORE OR LESS IN LINE WITH EMBASSY ESTIMATE (REF B). 

HOWEVER, REBEL STRENGTH HAS BEEN FAIRLY CONSTANT AND 
OBVIOUSLY HAS NOT BEEN AFFECTED BY BOGUS SURRENDERS AS 
GOP ALLEGES. 

SULLIVAN 
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